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AIR FORCE Sergeants Association
The “ORBITERS” of Chapter 557/A557 
 P.O. Box 254721, Patrick AFB, Florida 32925

www.afsa557.org


2 February 2005

MEMORANDUM FOR  AIR FORCE SERGEANTS ASSOCIATION (AFSA)

FROM:  SSGT AMBER MITCHELL/CHAPTER 557 PRESIDENT

SUBJECT:  Minutes from the 2 February 2005 Executive Council and General Membership Meeting.

1.  Commencement:  The Chapter 557/A557 meeting convened at 1705 hours at the Patrick AFB NCO Club.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and the AFSA and AFSA Auxiliary Preambles were read.

2.  Attendance:

a. Members Present:

	Amber Mitchell

President
	Jake Pillow

Vice President
	Amy Jo McCormick

Secretary

	Tom Resler

Treasurer/Senior Advisor
	Virginia Gilliard 

Awards Trustee
	James Parkhill

Command Chief/Hon. Trustee

	Richard Allen
	Nellie Blue
	Ben Caro

	Annette Cordero
	Simone Dawson
	Gardner Holland

	Marcus Jellerson
	Ida Koepke
	Bea Lennon

	Raymond Medeiros
	Virginia Medeiros
	BJ Parkhill

	Paul Perkins
	Charlene Rueben
	Jeffery Rueben

	Dawn Schmidt
	Roberto Torres
	Tim Walsh

	Charles Yerkes


3. Guests/New Members Present:

a. Guests:  Nellie Blue and Bea Lennon are here representing the Auxilliary.  They had their elections last month; Nellie Blue is the new President.

b. New Members:  SMSgt BJ Parkhill, the First Sergeant from AFTAC; SMSgt Yerkes, works in the 45 SW for Chief Parkhill; MSgt Marcus Jellerson, from the Comm. Squadron; MSgt Dawn Schmidt, the ALS Flight Chief; and TSgt Rich Allen, 45LCG.

4.  Reports:

a. Announcements:  None.

b. Secretary:  The minutes from the December meeting were reviewed and approved with two changes:  Para. 4.g.2. change “Tom said the Division is changing the rosters”  to “Tom said AFSA is changing the rosters” and spell out “John” as “John Bennett, Membership Trustee”.  Minutes from February will be forwarded to SSgt Amber Mitchell or MSgt Jake Pillow to send to members in e-mail format.  

c. Treasurer:  Tom Resler provided the quarterly financial report for 1 November 2004 - 31 January 2005.  It was very busy for incoming and outgoing expenses.  One big topic was the checks written to the Commissary for the Holiday meals were not all cashed.  If they aren’t cashed in 6 months the checks will be void and returned.  Amber will work on contacting those with the checks to see why they haven’t cashed them yet.  Also, SFS hasn’t cashed their check from the Christmas Gift-wrapping Fundraiser.  Amber will also get with them on that.  The report was approved as written.  Also, there haven’t been any requests to Tom for Savings Bonds given to Quarterly Award Winners.  Virginia Gilliard said the winners are getting their paperwork, but must not want their bonds.  They have everyone’s contact information so we’ll wait till they request their bonds.

d. Senior Advisor:  No Report.
e. 45 SW Command Chief Master Sergeant (CCM):  Thanks to everyone for being here today.  Thanks to MSgt Schmidt for coming to speak.  Thanks to AFSA for sponsoring an award.  He would like everyone to speak about and encourage AFSA participation.  Try to bring guests with you to meetings.  There is a lot going on:  

1. There is a launch scheduled for tonight.  

2. The Annual Awards Banquet is 19 February at the Doubletree Hotel.  

3. There is a Chiefs Induction Ceremony 25 February with Chief MSgt of the AF #5 Chief Gaylor.  It is by invite only, they have to limit attendees to the Chief selects invitees. 

4. 45SW needs a ‘breather’ from ORI, etc. so they have cancelled the Air Show this year.  They hope to have it here next year.  This change should make the Air Show off-cycle from the ORI.

f. Legislative Trustee:  Sgt Rodriguez is not here today.  Amber said there is always information online about legislative issues, like letters to send to Congress.  Amber gets information all the time and tries to get it to us.  There is an update from Congress:  A couple months ago two issues were brought up.  HG being a full-time position and MGI Bill commitment being made after Airman arrive at their first duty station.  These two issues were brought to AFSA HQ 24 January.
g. Membership Trustee:  SMSgt Caro has 100 letters ready for Amber to sign.  He could just make copies but it would be much more personable if she signs each one by hand and he could hand-write each recipients name on the letter.  He would like to get this done tonight and mail them out soon.

h. Public Affairs Trustee:  Amber spoke about putting the scholarship information in the Missilleer one more time and having the information online.  They’ve only gotten one call so far asking about the scholarship.  Make sure we’re getting the word out to our peers:  there are 2 - $100 and 2 - $200 checks for TSgt and below and it is very easy to apply.  SMSgt Caro, MSgt Pillow and MSgt Gilliard have applications.  

i. Programs Trustee:  Report is in New Business.  

j. Awards:  No Report.

k. Shirt Coordinator:  Shirts are available for sale for $24.00 S-XL and $26.00 XXL.  

l. Airman Activities Coordinator (AAC):  A1C Rueben has been going to classes and briefings to discuss AFSA. He recently went to the NCO PDC course class.  

5. Old Business: 

a. TSgt Brown wasn’t here tonight but he passed some information on to Amber about the Golf Tournament.  He needs a list of names of who would like to solicit for prizes, etc. so he can e-mail his game plan.  We need to advertise 4-person teams from the Chapter, ALS, NCOA, JEAC, Chief’s Group, CGOA, and Senior Leadership.  We’re going to need help recruiting more teams.  The date we picked was Thursday 24 March with a back-up of Thursday 31 March. Because of Training Days and Holidays we couldn’t go with a Friday.  It will be $40-$50/team, shotgun start, mulligans, etc.  Specific information will be in a flyer sent out later on.  (OPEN TSgt Brown, SSgt McCormick and SSgt Holland)

b. We are ready to have our elections!  There have been no nominations so far for positions.  The President and Trustees are available positions to elect.  Secretary and Treasurer are appointed by the newly-elected President.

1. Tom started the election process by asking who would like to put their name in for a position.  Amber was nominated for President and she accepted.  Clarence was nominated to be a trustee, but the nomination was withdrawn.  The membership expected he would decline.  Ben Caro, Virginia Gilliard and Tim Walsh asked to be Trustees.  

2. A motion for the President to appoint the 5 Trustees instead of the general membership electing them was seconded and approved.  A motion to elect Amber by acclamation was seconded and approved. 

3. Amber started by asking who wanted to be a Trustee.  Three of the five current trustees wanted to remain trustees.  SrA Kinney said she would like to be a Trustee; her Honor Guard and school would not interfere with her duties and AFSA this year.  Amn Dawson and SSgt Torres asked if they could be Trustees. 

4. Amber asked if anyone would like to be the AAC, Secretary or Treasurer.  The current officials wanted to remain in their positions and there was no other interest.  

5. Senior Advisor is available, but only to a past Chapter President.  Tom Resler would like to remain the Senior Advisor and since he is the only past President here, he remained the Senior Advisor.  

6. Elections were closed and everyone was thanked for participating this year.  Amber will accept the five names for Trustees and will work on dividing their duties in the future.  (CLOSED)

c. Division 5 Convention from 12-15 May 2005 is in Jacksonville.  Registration packages were sent out to members electronically and by mail.  You can go to the Division Website to register.  International Convention in July 2005 is in Dallas.   (OPEN SSgt Amber Mitchell)

6. New Business:  

a. We usually have our Installation Banquet here at the NCO Club for lunch on a Sat. or Sun.  This event is semi-formal and appx. $10/person.  We could make this event a little less formal and invite more family members/children.  A suggestion was to have it at an off-base park or at Chevron Park.  We would need more volunteers to acquire and cook burgers, etc.  It was decided that would be better for everyone.  5 March at 1130 at Chevron Park is the Installation Ceremony.  Kelly will call for reservations and order burgers, etc.  Estimation is that it will cost $5/person.  RSVP by 28 Feb. and you can bring your money to the 2 March AFSA meeting.  (OPEN SSgt Amber Mitchell and SrA Kelly Kinney)

b. The NCO Club would like a mirrored chevron ‘plaque’ for their building.  They are asking all the local organizations to donate $200.  A motion to donate $200 to the NCO Club for the mirrored chevron was seconded and approved.  Amber will get specific information for Tom later.  (OPEN SSgt Amber Mitchell)

c. The Committee for the Annual Awards Banquet on 19 Feb is asking for $200 from local organizations.  This will decrease costs of decorations, etc.  The money being requested is already in our budget.  Tom will get the money to them soon.  (CLOSED)

d. MSgt Schmidt is here from ALS soliciting for money to supplement their budget.  This money would be for operational functions, social events, etc.  She thanked us for our support and sponsoring the John Levitow savings bond that recognizes the student’s achievement.  Amber is always available for meetings with the ALS students about AFSA.  The students talk about professional organizations in class but it fits together when they can see a representative/speaker from a professional organization.  She is asking for money today, but also for our continued support in the classroom.  There are appx. 150 students/year who graduate; 4 winners per class.  AFSA sponsors 1 of the 4 per class.  The Auxilliary usually gives ALS money, but they didn’t get recognized for their contributions.  MSgt Schmidt said she will make sure we all get recognition for our contributions.  If the Aux. gives their usual $100 and we give $100 all AFSA/Aux sponsored awards will be covered.  Last year we gave $300 total.  There was a motion to give $200/year as well as the current $100 for awards, totaling $300.  The motion was seconded and approved.  (CLOSED)

e. The First Term Airman (FTA) and NCO of the year packages were brought up but since they are not due for a while they will be ‘tabled’ for now.  (OPEN MSgt Gilliard)
f. In the last week, Chief Parkhill has gotten two calls about folks planning to make donations to the troops.  Someone from Girl Scouts called today saying they would be asking people to buy a box of cookies for troops overseas when they made their order for themselves.  Maybe the Chapter can get involved.  We discussed donating money to the Girl Scouts for cookies but it was suggested to donate money for shipping costs since it costs a lot to ship goods overseas.  There was a motion to donate $100 to the Girl Scouts to help with shipping.  The OG gathered some goods in the past to send to the troops, but the shipping cost much more than $100.  We will ‘table’ this motion/idea until we are closer to a shipping date, the delivery of cookies won’t be for a while anyhow.  (OPEN SSgt Amber Mitchell)

g. MSgt Jellerson wanted to speak as the President of Top 3 to let us know they are having a Dart Tournament on 11 March.  It will be at Sharky’s after duty hours and will be about $10/team.  He would like AFSA to have a team for this tournament.  (OPEN)

7. The 50/50 Drawing:  The pot for 50/50 was $25, the winner was SMSgt Ben Caro taking home $12. 
8. Next Meeting:  Wednesday 2 March at 5:00 PM in the NCO Club.
9. Closure:  The meeting adjourned at 1825hrs.

AMY JO McCORMICK
AMBER MITCHELL

Chapter 557 Secretary
Chapter 557 President 
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