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AIR FORCE Sergeants Association
The “ORBITERS” of Chapter 557/A557 
 P.O. Box 254721, Patrick AFB, Florida 32925

www.afsa557.org


5 January 2005

MEMORANDUM FOR  AIR FORCE SERGEANTS ASSOCIATION (AFSA)

FROM:  SSGT AMBER MITCHELL/CHAPTER 557 PRESIDENT

SUBJECT:  Minutes from the 5 January 2005 Executive Council and General Membership Meeting.

1.  Commencement:  The Chapter 557/A557 meeting convened at 1705 hours at the Patrick AFB NCO Club.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and the AFSA and AFSA Auxiliary Preambles were read.

2.  Attendance:

a. Members Present:

	Amber Mitchell

President
	Amy Jo McCormick

Secretary
	Tom Resler

Treasurer/Senior Advisor

	Virginia Gilliard 

Awards Trustee
	Joel Brown

Public Affairs Trustee
	James Parkhill

Command Chief/Trustee

	Ben Caro
	David Boerner
	James Freeman

	Eugene Grassie
	Ida Koepke
	Robert Rodriguez

	Jeffery Rueben
	SMSgt Theodore
	Tim Walsh

	Clarence Young


3. Guests/New Members Present:

a. Guests:  Nellie Blue is here representing the Auxilliary.  SSgt Rodriguez brought SSgt Boerner from Pharmacy as his guest.

b. New Members:  A1C Brown from CE helped a lot with gift-wrapping and is a member of JEAC.

4.  Reports:

a. Announcements:  Amn Rueben is back from his TDY.  CMSgt Parkhill is the new 45SW Command Chief and our new Honorary Trustee.

b. Secretary:  The minutes from the December meeting were reviewed and approved as written.  Minutes from January will be forwarded to SSgt Amber Mitchell or MSgt Jake Pillow to send to members in e-mail format.  

c. Treasurer:  Tom Resler provided the monthly financial report for 1 - 31 December 2004.  One big topic was the result of the Christmas Wrapping Fundraiser; we did well this year.  The report was approved as written.  

d. Senior Advisor:  No Report.
e. 45 SW Command Chief Master Sergeant (CCM):  Chief Parkhill is here for his first AFSA meeting at PAFB and has some opening comments.  He is happy to be here, fortunate to be the CCM here at PAFB and Cape.  He will try and make every meeting.  He has been a member of AFSA for many years and been a part of many local chapters where he’s been stationed.  He has been to many conventions and seen the ‘grassroots’ of AFSA from the Chapters to the top.  In his experience he knows the value of our contributions, furthering/increasing our benefits and pay.  It is his professional opinion that people need to be part of professional organizations and this is one of them.  He looks forward to being a part of this organization and thanks us for what we do here at PAFB and Cape.

1. There will be an ‘all ranks’ promotion ceremony this month.  MSgt Gilliard voiced her approval, she has been asking for this for years.  He has observed leaving out some ranks in the ceremonies.  He knows how important even the first stripe is as well as the last.

f. Legislative Trustee:  The STAR Card interest rate is up to 10% because the prime rate is up.  Tricare for Life has 68,000 not signed up for Part B yet, they will be rejected benefits if not signed up by the end of Dec but can still sign up at their convenience.
g. Membership Trustee:  

1. SMSgt Caro looked at the membership rosters for Nov and Dec and 168 members will expire by May.  He will send them letters asking for their continued support for AFSA and to remain members.  He will also send letters to those whose memberships have already expired and ask them to rejoin AFSA.  He will hopefully mail out these letters next week.

2. We need some ideas for keeping members here and bringing in new members.  Maybe make the meetings more sociable and not so much business.  Maybe come up with a way to make the meetings more fun like prizes, etc.  We have approx. 1,000 members signed up locally, but they don’t come to meetings.  We changed our meeting time to accommodate those who had long trips home and could just come to the meeting after work and then go home.  You can still make it if you can’t get time during work because it is at 5pm.  We need to keep in tune with legislative issues and share this with members.  Maybe use the 50/50 money for getting trinkets, snacks, hats, etc.  Maybe even move to bigger items like TVs.  At McDill AFB, they had guest speakers at their meetings and the officers met before-hand to discuss some things outside of the meeting time and put in the minutes later.  MSgt Gilliard said these ideas are good but we need to get the information about the meetings out to the people.  Word of mouth works, but can we put a link to professional organizations’ websites on the PAFB home page?  SMSgt Caro said people have come to the meetings and they see that it’s all business and no fun and don’t want to come back.   We need to keep people around after the meeting to have snacks/drinks and meet each other.  We could do a membership drive competition among groups based on % (because different units have different amounts of people.)  The young troops who are motivated and excited to be here are the ones we need as members, but we don’t make the meetings fun enough for them.  Once they’ve been told what we’re really about they will be interested, but they still need to be motivated to stay around each meeting and keep coming back.  A1C Brown said they used to have long meetings in HS, but they socialized afterwards.  They worked on projects together and had coffee and cake (It would be chips and beer in this case ()  Tom and Amber will look into how to fund the snacks, etc. at meetings.  Tom suggested we put what we do and meeting times in the base and local paper as well the times in the NCO Club monthly flyer.  Tom said the Division is changing the rosters from 6 month to 4 months from expiration.  Chapter 564 is the only chapter working on their retention program.  Make sure we tell John we’re working on our Retention Program or the Division will recruit for us.  SSgt Rodriguez asked if people could bring their children to meetings.  Maybe we could have a Children Coordinator to watch people’s children in a separate area while the parents attended the meeting.  We need to evaluate the needs/wants from AFSA members.

h. Public Affairs Trustee:  No Report. 

i. Programs Trustee:  No Report.  

j. Awards:  March is the 6-month mark for scholarships.  Could PA please put a note in the Missileer about scholarships being available.  Virginia will e-mail Joel the information to be put in there.  She would like 3 SNCOs to help score the packages with her.  Jake Pillow will help, but she will need 3 more people.  Last year 8 people submitted packages, this is a record amount.  This year’s scholarships will be the same:  AD Enlisted, any branch, are eligible.  1 paragraph, 2 questions, your best projected self-image.  The packages need to be in by the middle of Feb in order to give out at the Mar meeting.

k. Shirt Coordinator:  Shirts are available for sale for $24.00 S-XL and $26.00 XXL.  

l. Airman Activities Coordinator (AAC):  A1C Rueben is back to take this position.  Chief Parkhill asked him what the AAC does.  He said he tries to get Airmen into AFSA, he briefs FTAC and ALS, he gets involved in the beginning.  They tried to set up an AAC meeting on base, it has been done before on other bases.  This would compete with other Airmen meetings on base.  Tom suggested the AAC be a member of JEAC to let them know what AFSA is doing for them and take any questions from them.  Amber does talk about AFSA at times at the JEAC meetings.  People like Tim convince their Airmen to come to meetings, but if Airmen talk to other Airmen it has a bigger impression. He tells them to get involved, get known around base, and be a sharp troop.  In the long run, it could help these young Airmen make money by getting BTZ from so much involvement.  He is trying to brief the Base Newcomers at their briefing.  Chief Parkhill asked if their briefings were structured.  Tim, who used to be the AAC, used to ‘wing it’ before they got a large presentation from McDill that helps their briefing structure.  In some classes, all the students will sign up; other classes none will sign up.  

5. Old Business: 

a. The numbers from the Christmas Wrapping are in the Treasurer’s Report.  Lots of people helped out, the Chapter took a lot of shifts and made a lot of money.  SFS worked weekends so it took a little bit of our profits, but we couldn’t have done this without them.  Tom appreciates all the time and hard work put into this fundraiser, he is proud of everyone for stepping up to make this a success.  (CLOSED)

b. For the Holiday Meals, we bought two Thanksgiving dinners and 36 $40 gift checks at the Commissary.  We received two letters from spouses who really appreciated the value of our meals/money for meals.  (CLOSED)
c. TSgt Brown has a date picked out for the Golf Tournament to be at the end of March.  18 Mar is a 3rd Friday, but the date is negotiable.  {You need 100 attendees to have the golf course exclusively.  We need:  free stuff to give away, prizes, drivers for golf carts, advertising.  What prizes could we have?  Keg of beer, gift certificates donated from local restaurants, if you buy a Mulligan you get a free raffle ticket…} GC has a list of contributors from last year we can use, we will send out letters asking for support.  Dave from the NCO Club has donated a keg of beer and a couple of beer signs.  Joel will get Skip’s numbers/information from Clarence.  We need to advertise what we’re giving away so people are interested in participating.  We’ll need to solicit for donations in Feb so we can advertise in Mar.  We should have 6-8 people/day on a route from business to business.  We need a letter for Comp. Tax- Chad Groener, Tim Walsh.  (OPEN TSgt Brown, SSgt McCormick and SSgt Holland)
6. New Business:  

a. AFSA HQ hasn’t been taking the Medeiros’ money for membership dues for some time, we’d like to pay for their memberships for one year.  The motion to pay for the Medeiros’ memberships was seconded and approved.  (CLOSED)

b. Nominations are being taken for this year’s officer elections.  The available elected positions are President and all the Trustees.  The V.P. has only served one year of his two-year term of office.  The voting will be in February, the orientation will be in March and it will be official in April.  (OPEN SSgt Amber Mitchell)

c. Division 5 Convention in 2005 is in Jacksonville, International Convention in July 2005 is in Dallas.   There are no proposals from other chapters for 2006 Division 5 Convention at this time.

7. The 50/50 Drawing:  The pot for 50/50 was $17, the winner was Bea Lennon taking home $8.50. 
8. Next Meeting:  Wednesday 2 February at 5:00 PM in the NCO Club.
9. Closure:  The meeting adjourned at 1815hrs.

AMY JO McCORMICK
AMBER MITCHELL

Chapter 557 Secretary
Chapter 557 President 
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